
 
NURTURE {Inward} 

caring for one another and for our growth as disciples 
 

WE ARE PRAYING for Judy and her granddaughter Israel, the Hannay 
family, churches providing sanctuary, Wayne Harlow, Jen and Harrison 
Baronian, and Bishop Sharma Lewis. Wish to add or restore a name? Say 
so via the offering plate or the church’s e-mail address. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for infants - 5 years of age begins after the 
children’s moment. They rejoin us for Communion. Our childcare 
provider is employed by Grace Covenant Child Development Center. 

READERS’ THEATER: On Sept. 22, come and participate in a readers' 
theater of the gospel of Mark. We rarely read more than snippets of 
scripture together; now, we’ll read all the way through. Whoever wants 
to read gets a part! Bring a friend and a potluck dish to share. 

 

OUTREACH and WITNESS {Outward} 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy; 

evangelism, communications, and lay leadership 
 

• Cultivating Beloved Community – Sunday, Sept. 15, 1:00 PM. Virginia 
Methodists for a New Thing are hosting this gathering at Duncan 
Memorial UMC in Ashland to build collaborative relationships 
between like-minded churches in our area. 

• Virginia Pride Fest 2019 – Saturday, Sept. 28. Sharing a table with 
our downtown friends at Centenary, we’ll celebrate our LGBTQ+ 
neighbors and offer the too-rare presence of church support. 

• Boulevard Photo Op – Sunday, Sept. 29. Friendly local photographer 
Amanda Miles will be our guest to capture images of our gathering 
for worship. The photos will go on our website and social media 
to reach our neighbors. Please come and help show the world 
what life together in Christ can look like. 
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

GATHERING 
 

Greeting 
 

 To the church that meets in this house 
 May the grace and peace  
 from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 

Hymn Gather Us In  
 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
 

Time with Children 
 

Prayer Come and Fill Our Hearts 2236 
 

Acclamation Alleluia (Honduras) 2078 
 

New Testament Lesson Philemon 
 

Sermon A Quarrel with the World 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Time for Reflection   
 

*Hymn Make Me A Channel of Your Peace 2171 
 

Offering 
 

Options for offering a response to God include: 
 

• place a financial offering (or sign of your online giving) in the plate 
• touch the water, remembering your baptism and your belonging to God 
• light a candle for a person, place, or situation in need of prayer 
• sign up to serve at the Welcome Table 
• be still and know the Lord is God 

 

*Doxology  94 
 

*The Lord’s Supper (see insert)   
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn I Come with Joy 617 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
 

*Stand as you can 
 
 

 
Philemon (CEB) 
1 From Paul, who is a prisoner for the cause of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Timothy. 
To Philemon our dearly loved coworker, 2 Apphia our sister, Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and the church that meets in your house. 
3 May the grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
4 Philemon, I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers 5 because 
I’ve heard of your love and faithfulness, which you have both for the Lord Jesus 
and for all God’s people. 6 I pray that your partnership in the faith might 
become effective by an understanding of all that is good among us in Christ. 7 I 
have great joy and encouragement because of your love, since the hearts of 
God’s people are refreshed by your actions, my brother. 
8 Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to command you to do 
the right thing, 9 I would rather appeal to you through love. I, Paul—an old 
man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus— 10 appeal to you for my child 
Onesimus. I became his father in the faith during my time in prison. 11 He was 
useless to you before, but now he is useful to both of us. 12 I’m sending him 
back to you, which is like sending you my own heart. 13 I considered keeping 
him with me so that he might serve me in your place during my time in prison 
because of the gospel.14 However, I didn’t want to do anything without your 
consent so that your act of kindness would occur willingly and not under 
pressure. 15 Maybe this is the reason that Onesimus was separated from you 
for a while so that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave 
but more than a slave—that is, as a dearly loved brother. He is especially a 
dearly loved brother to me. How much more can he become a brother to you, 
personally and spiritually in the Lord! 
17 So, if you really consider me a partner, welcome Onesimus as if you were 
welcoming me. 18 If he has harmed you in any way or owes you money, charge 
it to my account. 19 I, Paul, will pay it back to you (I’m writing this with my own 
hand). Of course, I won’t mention that you owe me your life. 
20 Yes, brother, I want this favor from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ.21 I’m writing to you, confident of your obedience and knowing that you 
will do more than what I ask. 22 Also, one more thing—prepare a guest room 
for me. I hope that I will be released from prison to be with you because of 
your prayers. 
23 Epaphras, who is in prison with me for the cause of Christ Jesus, greets 
you,24 as well as my coworkers Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. 
25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 


