
 
NURTURE {Inward} 

caring for one another and for our growth as disciples 
 

WE ARE PRAYING for Judy and her granddaughter Israel, the Hannay 
family, churches providing sanctuary, Wayne Harlow, and Jen and 
Harrison Baronian. Wish to add or restore a name? Say so via the offering 
plate or the church’s e-mail address. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for infants - 5 years of age begins after the 
children’s moment. They rejoin us for Communion. Our childcare 
provider is employed by Grace Covenant Child Development Center. 

READERS’ THEATER: Next Sunday, Sept. 22, come and participate in a 
readers' theater of the gospel of Mark. We rarely read more than snippets 
of scripture together; now, we’ll read all the way through. Whoever 
wants to read gets a part! Bring a friend and a potluck dish to share. 

 

OUTREACH and WITNESS {Outward} 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy; 

evangelism, communications, and lay leadership 
 

• Virginia Pride Fest 2019 – Saturday, Sept. 28. Sharing a table with 
our downtown friends at Centenary, we’ll celebrate our LGBTQ+ 
neighbors and offer the too-rare presence of church support. 

• Boulevard Photo Op – Sunday, Sept. 29. Friendly local photographer 
Amanda Miles will be our guest to capture images of our gathering 
for worship. The photos will go on our website and social media 
to reach our neighbors. Please come and help show the world 
what life together in Christ can look like. 

• World Communion Downtown – World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6. 
At 11:30 AM, downtown churches will gather on Fourth St. 
between Grace and Broad to celebrate communion. We’ll still 
worship at 4:00 PM, but you’re also welcome to share in this feast, 
too, with Centenary UMC, St. Paul’s Episcopal, Third St. Bethel 
AME, and Second Presbyterian. 
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

GATHERING 
 

Greeting 
 

 As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep, 
 so God seeks and saves the lost. 
 

  Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found, 
 so God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness. 
 

As a father receives a returning wayward son, 
 so God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past. 
 

 Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received. 
 Let us receive and welcome and rejoice over each other 
 in the name of Jesus Christ.  -Ruth Duck 
 

*Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 400 
 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
 

Time with Children 
 

Prayer Come and Fill Our Hearts 2157 
 

*Acclamation Alleluia (Honduras) 2078 
 

*New Testament Lesson Luke 15:1-10 
 

Sermon Feasting with the Lost and Found 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Time for Reflection   
 

*Hymn Amazing Grace 378 
 

Offering 
 

Options for offering a response to God include: 
 

• place a financial offering (or sign of your online giving) in the plate 
• touch the water, remembering your baptism and your belonging to God 
• light a candle for a person, place, or situation in need of prayer 
• sign up to serve at the Welcome Table or for next week’s potluck 
• be still and know the Lord is God 

 

*Doxology  94 
 

*The Lord’s Supper (see insert)   
 
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn Welcome Table  
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
 

*Stand as you can 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Luke 15:1-10 (CEB) 
 
1 All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to 
him. 2 The Pharisees and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose someone among you had one 
hundred sheep and lost one of them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine 
in the pasture and search for the lost one until he finds it? 5 And when he finds 
it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders. 6 When he arrives home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because 
I’ve found my lost sheep.’ 7 In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who changes both heart and life than over ninety-nine 
righteous people who have no need to change their hearts and lives. 
8 “Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one of them, won’t 
light a lamp and sweep the house, searching her home carefully until she finds 
it? 9 When she finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost coin.’ 10  In the same way, I tell 
you, joy breaks out in the presence of God’s angels over one sinner who 
changes both heart and life.” 
 
Welcome Table || African American spiritual  
 

1. I’m gonna eat at the welcome table 
 I’m gonna eat at the welcome table some of these days 
 I’m gonna eat at the welcome table 
 I’m gonna eat at the welcome table some of these days 
 

2. I’m gonna feast on milk and honey… 
 

3. I’m gonna wade ‘cross Jordan’s River… 


