
 

NURTURE 
caring for one another and for our growth as disciples 

{Inward} 

WE ARE PRAYING for Nancy Tate, Susan Hageman, the family of Jim 
Rickards, Dan Rohrer & his family, and those grieving Ben Harmrick. Wish 
to add or restore a name? Say so via the offering plate or the church’s e-
mail address.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH with Ms. LaRonda begins after the children’s 
moment (approximately 4:15). Guardians are invited to accompany infants - 
5 year olds to the end of the hallway. They rejoin us for Communion.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER in numbers: 

                               Ministry Costs             Your Contributions 
              May 1 - 26                11,983                  9,391 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE VIRGINIA CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
✜ where disciples are lifelong learners influencing others to serve ✜ 
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Hardness of the Heart 

A stubborn attitude that leads a person to reject God's will.  

- Holman Bible Dictionary  

 

June 10, 2018 
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3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
4:00 pm at Fox Elementary 

 

Greeting   Rev. Drew Willson 

Opening Words 
Observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy.   
Six days we labor and do all our work— 
But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord our God.  
Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt,  
But God brought you out from there 
With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.  
We, and the resident alien in our towns,  
and all creatures great and small, rest;  
giving thanks and praise to God,  
who has set us free!    Deut. 5:12-15  

Hymn All Who Hunger  

Time with Children   

Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer   

Music Sweet Hour of Prayer  

First Reading Deuteronomy 5:12-15   

Gospel Reading Mark 2:23-3:6 

Sermon  “If This is a Stress Test” Rev. Rachel G. May 

Hymn Lord, I Want to Be a Christian  

Offering Tithes & Gifts  

Prayer 

The Lord’s Supper   

Hymn City of God  

Dismissal with Blessing   
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Holy God…  

  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus… 
 

And so, 
         in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
         we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
         as a holy and living sacrifice, 
         in union with Christ's offering for us, 
         as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
         Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out your Spirit on us, and pour out your Spirit on these gifts… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING THE BREAD                                                
GIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP                              
PRAYER 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Schoolhouse Inklings 
with Rev. Rachel 

28 LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH   - Mark 2  

Jesus will compare himself to a mother hen. He’ll spell it out (Lk 13, Matt 23).  

This mothering dimension of his ministry is detectable earlier on, however, for 
the careful reader of Mark’s gospel. Somebody picks on his disciples here in the 
second chapter and I can see the body language: Oh, so we’re going there?  

It’s one thing to debate with the rabbi. It’s another to go after the new students. 
They are walking through a field because Jesus is walking through a field. They’re 
simply following; at which point the most religious of the religious take aim. 
“Why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 

We don’t know which piece of the disciples’ actions poses the problem. We 
know that they pluck heads of grain but we don’t know what they do with them 
and why. I’ve heard that they were hungry. However, I also know that a fair 
number of us have felt free to pull on Queen Anne’s Lace or to tug on wild 
blackberries. We humans like to touch (and sometimes take).  

“Why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” Ask these Pharisees.  

 It is and it isn’t about the sabbath. Everyone in this story, Jesus included, 
believes that setting one day apart from the others is a rhythm given to them by 
God for the well being of the earth and all that is in it. The sabbath is not 
sabbath if folks count themselves as exceptions to the practice. They agree.  

My take: I think that Jesus and company annoy the living daylights out of this 
band of detractors and that when we humans are annoyed, we criticize. We are 
not always fully in touch what is motivating our criticism. We can say that we 
are sticking up for the sabbath when we are generally and thoroughly irritated. 

I think that one of the reasons Jesus says something as wild as the gist of verse 
28 is because he knows that the deeper issue is not going to surface for healthy 
discussion. He says he’s the lord of the Sabbath. Which is kind of like saying he’s 
the boss. And the subtext here makes me smile.  

Come at the hen, if you must, but not the brood. Gentlemen, you’re better than that.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 2:23-3:6 

23 One sabbath he was going through the cornfields; and as they made their 
way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, 
‘Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?’25And he said to 
them, ‘Have you never read what David did when he and his companions 
were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God, when 
Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not 
lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his 
companions.’ 27Then he said to them, ‘The sabbath was made for humankind, 
and not humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the 
sabbath.’ 

3Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered 
hand. 2They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, 
so that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man who had the 
withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ 4Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do 
good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were 
silent. 5He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their 
hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched 
it out, and his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately 
conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy 

{Outward} 

HEY THANKS for chipping in, church! By way of May’s monthly mission 
focus, you saw to it that Rachel and Kylee have something to put in the 
plate at a special outreach-themed worship service next weekend.  

Clergy and laity from Virginia’s United Methodist congregations will soon 
travel to Hampton for this year’s Annual Conference. Boulevard will be 
among those who responded to our Bishop’s invitation to fund ministries 
that she believes have the most to gain from a special collection like this 
one.  

It looks like we’ll be contributing over $800! If you’d like to help a person 
go to seminary in Russia or equip farmers and nurses in Cambodia or 
assist those churches being rebuilt in Puerto Rico, today is last call. Again, 
thank you.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


