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There at the riverside, Lydia found the God who was finding her. It 
almost did not happen. Recall for a moment all the contingencies of 
history, that long list of improbable events that led to Lydia’s 
encounter with Paul.  

                       - Ronald Cole-Turner  

May 26, 2019 

boulevardumc@gmail.com 
PO Box 14507 Richmond, VA 23221 
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6th Sunday of Easter 
4:00 pm at 1837 W Broad  

 
Greeting   Rev. Drew Willson 

Opening Words   Psalm 67 791   

Hymn  Praise Be to God, the Almighty 

Time with Children 

Prayer  

Interlude   

Scripture Revelation 21 & 22, select verses 

Music   Orange Sky 

Scripture Acts 16:4-15  

Sermon   Rev. Rachel G. May 

Hymn Shall We Gather at the River 723 

Offering Tithes & Gifts 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Supper    

Hymn Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 133 

Dismissal with Blessing 
Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts  
    of those who journey the way with us.  
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.  
And the blessing of God be among you, and remain with you always. Amen! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NURTURE 
caring for one another and for our growth as disciples 

{Inward} 

WE ARE PRAYING those grieving the loss of Chris Gregory, the 
Anderson family, the Kirkland family, the United Methodist Church, 
Nancy Tate, and Bishop Sharma Lewis. Wish to add or restore a name? 
Say so via the offering plate or the church’s e-mail address.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for infants - 5 years of age begins after the 
children’s moment. They rejoin us for Communion. Our childcare 
provider is employed by Grace Covenant Child Development Center.  

PREPARING CRAFTS for our children is one way to support our 
intergenerational fellowship. Speak with Katie Gooch to learn more, at 
which point you might choose to claim a Sunday in the near future.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER in numbers: 

                               Ministry Costs             Your Contributions         
May 1 - 18                              $3,375                               $5,756 

 
 

OUTREACH 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy 

{Outward} 

MAY IS FOR SAFE HARBOR. Safe Harbor empowers 
survivors of sexual and domestic violence to transform their 
lives, and promotes healthy relationships for all. We are 
collecting underwear and socks for boys/men, ages 1-
adult for Safe Harbor’s shelter.  

We are also collecting financial contributions by way of designated cash or 
checks made out to Boulevard UMC and memo-lined “Safe Harbor”. 
Online givers: Select the ”mission” option. Money may not be able to buy 
us love but it can express love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

Storefront Inklings 
with Rev. Rachel 

 HER HOUSEHOLD   Acts 16:15 

They have been twice overruled at this point. Paul and travel companions tried 
going further west into Asia. They tried heading north to Bithynia. But the Spirit 
of Jesus did not allow them (v.7). So they stall in Troas.  

For however many days and nights, they wonder now what?   

Paul comes through with a vision. He hears a man from the other side of the sea 
and the man needs help. Apparently, the others are persuaded – or, they are a 
long way from home and figure that it is six of one, half dozen of the other, 
when it comes to where to next – and they set sail.   

Upon landing on the Europe side of the Aegean, nothing newsworthy transpires. 
“We spent some time in that city,” is the extent of it (v.12). The man from 
Macedonia is not waiting for them. One wonders how that went over.  

Instead, what they (and we) get is this run-in with a group of women, one of 
whom is quite a force. She is the head of her household (v.15). She makes an 
impression, this Lydia from Thyatira.      

The Scripture says that the Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what Paul 
was saying. I imagine the Lord also worked with Paul, so as to keep him from 
blowing this opportunity. 

Their exchange is world changing one. There is a mutuality to it that we do not 
always get in books that are thousands of years old. Lydia and her family freely 
receive the sacrament of baptism. She freely offers their home as a base for 
these missionaries whom she hardly knows.  

Maybe God knew that only a vision of a man in Macedonia would get Paul to 
crossover; in which case, the vision was more strategic than misleading. Or 
maybe it is okay to let go of the thing that takes us to a place, so as to discover 
new grounds for being there.   

One thing I know for sure: her household and the household of God join forces. 
The Church has, ever since, had that imagery -- that possibility -- in our DNA.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Acts 16 (NABRE) 

9 During [the] night Paul had a vision. A Macedonian stood before him and 
implored him with these words, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we sought passage to Macedonia at 
once, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 
them. 

11 We set sail from Troas, making a straight run for Samothrace, and on 
the next day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a leading city in 
that district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We spent some time in 
that city. 13 On the sabbath we went outside the city gate along the river 
where we thought there would be a place of prayer. We sat and spoke 
with the women who had gathered there. 14 One of them, a woman 
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, from the city of Thyatira, a 
worshiper of God, listened, and the Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what Paul was saying. 15 After she and her household had 
been baptized, she offered us an invitation, “If you consider me a believer 
in the Lord, come and stay at my home,” and she prevailed on us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


