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"Coiled within this acorn is a vastly more majestic destiny and a 
true self who lives it. But this oak tree of myself can come into 
being only if it lets go of its acorn."   

- Cynthia Bourgeault 
 

 

March 18, 2018 

boulevardumc@gmail.com 
PO Box 14507 Richmond, VA 23221 

(804) 840-1921 
 



5th Sunday in Lent 
4:00 pm at Fox Elementary 

 
Greeting    

Call to Prayer & Praise    Psalm 51 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your holy Sprit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
and sustain in me a willing spirit.  

Hymn Now the Green Blade Riseth 

Prayer 

The Peace    

Time with Children    

Music  Rev. Drew Willson 

Scripture Hebrews 5:5-10 

Music O, The Lamb 

Scripture John 12:20-33  

Sermon  “Death Before Life” Rev. Rachel May 

Hymn Would I Have Answered When You Called?   

Offering Tithes & Gifts  

Prayer 

The Lord’s Supper  

Prayer 

Hymn Lift High the Cross  

Dismissal with Blessing  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Holy God…  

  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus… 
 

And so, 
         in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
         we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
         as a holy and living sacrifice, 
         in union with Christ's offering for us, 
         as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
         Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out your Spirit on us, and pour out your Spirit on these gifts… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING THE BREAD                                                
GIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP                              
PRAYER  



 

 
 
 
 

 

Crossing Boulevard 
with Rev. Rachel 

33 THE KIND OF DEATH HE WAS TO DIE    John 12 

This was first the work of Maurice Nicoll. Jacob Needleman popularized the 
metaphor and named it "acornology".  The version here is adapted from Cynthia 
Bourgeault’s telling of the tale.   

Nestled at the foot of a grand old oak tree, there once lived a kingdom of acorns. The 
citizens were modern, fully Westernized acorns. Thus, they went about their business with 
purposeful energy.  

"Getting All You Can out of Your Shell" was among the most well attended seminars. For 
acorns bruised in their original fall from the tree, woundedness and recovery groups 
abounded. Local spas offered various acornopathic therapies. 

One day a knotty little stranger appeared. He’d been dropped out of the clear blue sky, it 
seemed. He was capless and dirty, making an immediate negative impression. Crouched 
beneath the oak tree, he stammered out the wildest of claims. Before his fellow acorns, 
this coming-undone-one pointed upward at the limbs. "We...are...that!" 

Delusional thinking, the kingdom concluded. As if for sport, one among them engaged him 
further: "So tell us, how would we become that tree?"  

"Well," said the stranger, gazing downward…"it has something to do with going into the 
ground...and cracking open the shell."  

“Why, then we wouldn't be acorns anymore! That’s crazy,” said the crowd. “Not to 
mention, totally morbid!” 

That crowd is alive and well. Or maybe neither adjective applies.    

Jesus made a point to speak of death – his own, in particular. Come this point 
in John’s gospel, the subject just keeps coming up and I don’t think he’s trying 
to make sure we get our religion right. I think he’s trying to shape a community 
that talks about death precisely because of its uncommon commitment to life.  

I realize I have already issued a Lenten challenge and that y’all don’t live for my 
assignments. So this one is for those who have in them to give these days a 
little more. Do one thing this week in the name of dying well. And do it in the 
name of the One who showed us how.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 12:20-26 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

NURTURE 
caring for one another, for our space, and for our growth as disciples 

{Inward} 

WE ARE PRAYING for Rex Pyle & Michelle Oblinsky, Lillian Faith Ruark, 
Glen Andrews, Mary Marshall, Colleen Bouldin, Jim Rickards, Jerry Porter, 
Grayson Foy, Richard Weeks, Wayne, and Ben Hamrick. Wish to add or 
restore a name? Say so via the offering plate or the church’s e-mail address.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH with Ms. LaRonda is a mighty good thing! After the 
children’s moment (approximately 4:15) guardians are invited to accompany 
infants - 5 year olds to the end of the hallway. They rejoin us for 
Communion.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY looks like a meal woven into a worship 
service. You do not have to bring food to participate in the 
service scheduled for Thursday, March 29 at 6:30 pm. 

However, these are foods that help us bring that night to life:  

Olives 
Fig spread or fig cookies   
Mediterranean crackers 
Dried fruits & nuts 
Prepared lentils or chickpeas  
Matzo ball soup 
Quinoa or couscous salad 
Potatoes  
Arugula 
Feta, Manchego, or Pecorino cheese 
 

If you can you bring one or some combination of these foods (that are reminiscent 
of what Jesus would have eaten with his friends), tell Rachel. Otherwise come 
empty-handed to receive what God has to offer the Church and what we 
have to offer one another during Holy Week. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

OUTREACH 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy 

{Outward} 

BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY through community, empowerment 
and transformation: It’s what Circles RVA has 
set out to help do. Boulevard has contributed to 
the development of this organization and here is 

an opportunity to become a part of this important work in and for our city.   
  
Monday, March 26 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
St. James’s Episcopal Church 
Valentine Hall in the Michaux House Building 
1133 W. Franklin Street, RVA 23220 
 
This is a come and see about it kind of event where those present will learn 
about the Circles approach, the goals for this effort, and ways to engage as a 
volunteer – either as an Ally or with one of the Resource Teams (defined 
below).  
 
Refreshments will be provided. Parking is available in the lot adjacent to the 
building and the deck across the street.  
 

* * * 
 
Circles Ally – an individual volunteer that builds an intentional friendship 
based on respect and trust with a Circle Leader and supports them on their 
plan to achieve economic stability over 18 months 
 
Resource Ally – individual that has a specific skill (e.g., business plan or 
resume writing, mortgage application knowledge) and can be called upon for 
their expertise when needed by a Circle Leader to achieve their plans 

 
 


