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Whenever you find yourself alone in the scorching desert and 
talking to a devil, you know the situation is serious. 
 

- Winn Collier 
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First Sunday in Lent 
4:00 pm at 1837 W Broad St.  

 

Greeting  Rev. Drew Willson 

Opening Words     

O God, in you there is shelter and comfort.  
Lead us in your truth. Teach us your ways.  

Hymn We Walk His Way  
Time with Children   

Joys and Concerns 

Prayer 

The Peace   

Psalter Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 810 

Hymn Saranam, Saranam 523 

Scripture Lesson Luke 4:1-13 

Interlude  

Sermon  Rev. Rachel G. May 

Hymn When We Are Tested 

Offering 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Supper 

Lead me, guide me, along the way, 
For if you lead me I cannot stray. 

Lord let me walk each day with Thee. 
Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 

Hymn Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land  
Benediction  

 
 

NURTURE 
caring for one another and for our growth as disciples 

{Inward} 

WE ARE PRAYING for the United Methodist Church, Grayson Foy, 
Nancy Tate, Bishop Sharma Lewis, Tammy Estep & David Outten, Jim & 
his family, and Nancy Tate. Wish to add or restore a name? Say so via the 
offering plate or the church’s e-mail address.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH for infants - 5 years of age begins after the 
children’s moment (approximately 4:15). They rejoin us for Communion. 
Our childcare provider is employed by Grace Covenant Child 
Development Center.  

GIVING GROWS YOU and us.  
                       Ministry Costs       Your Gifts  
            February 1 - 16                        $5,374            $4,214 

 

OUTREACH 
participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy 

{Outward} 

MARCH IS FOR FOOD—for feeding people and for the relationship 
between food and faith. During Lent (mid-March to mid-April), 
you are invited to consider the work of FeedMore and Shalom 
Farms in the light of Jesus’s commitment to humanity, as made 

plain in his journey to the cross.  

We will give a financial gift to those doing the hard work of feeding our 
neighbors and improving access to fresh food in our city. To contribute to 
this collection, make a check out to Boulevard and write “food” in the 
memo line. Or, use the “mission” designation online.  

The number 40 – rich with symbolism – will serve as the basis for a time-
given goal. Together, can we give 40 hours to these two organizations? 
Look for more information and a way to log volunteer hours, next week.    



 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Storefront Inklings 
with Rev. Rachel 

1 PRACTICING YOUR PIETY    Matt 6  

The non-negotiables cartwheel off the page on Ash Wednesday: Almsgiving, 
praying, fasting. It is not a matter of if, for Matthew; it is “whenever you give 
alms… and whenever you pray…and whenever you fast…(vv.2, 5, 16)”  

Christians have traditionally gotten serious about these disciplines this time of 
year. Giving something up aligns with one of the three pillars, in that it is a form 
of fasting. It may not be the only way to keep a holy Lent but it is one way.  

Yes, I have thought about taken something on rather than giving something up 
and have taken that route a time or two in the past. This year, for Lent, I will be 
going without the snooze button. 

I am aware that for some of us, the snooze function is hardly worth framing in a 
spiritual light. Hear me out.   

Pressing snooze is a form of procrastination. If you are already prone to 
procrastinating, you do not need to feed the monster. This is part of it.  

Also, none of my reasons for snoozing have a leg to stand on, with the 
exception of the fact that I enjoy it. I am not better rested or a better me 
because I undergo an alarm four times.  

Day one has already served up the humble pie. Last night, I was so focused on 
setting the one alarm – the one alarm that I would respond to by getting out of 
bed and into my day – I failed to set the alarm for the right time. I missed a 
group fitness class. I lost money and wellness.  

When we choose to disrupt our own way in the world, we can run into 
confirmation that we do in fact have hang-ups. Getting serious about almsgiving, 
prayer, or fasting does not mean that we become our best selves. It means that 
we put our discomfort and exposure into the force field of God’s grace and 
promise to pay attention to what happens.  

If you pressed snooze on forty days of preparation, I understand! As a late start 
does not stop up from getting ready for Thanksgiving or Christmas, it need not 
keep us from regarding the three pillars of Lent and hugging one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; 
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you 
give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.6But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head 
and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

 


